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Dear Teacher or Parent, 


That young people easily learn language and to communicate effectively with their peers 
is undeniable. The trouble comes when they are told how to speak and what to say. Since 
they can communicate for most of their needs, they may be resentful that teachers and 
parents want them to express themselves in certain ways. Foliteness and rules may 
seem bothersome to them. 


This book attempts to do what English teachers have tried to do from time immemorial, 
in a palatable manner, putting life into the language arts curriculum. It isn’t easy to 
make grammar, spelling and punctuation lessons lively. You'll notice that my approach is 
offbeat, such as when your students translate weird sayings and spoonerisms. Play var- 
ious kinds of games with your students to enliven the curriculum, using activities in this 
book such as those on pages 25-27. Your students will find the activities in this book 
different from the usual drills. 


So be prepared for a little zaniness and off-the-wall humor. The lessons will work if you 
believe in them. Chooge one of the activities that you think would help your students in 
an area in which they are not strong and do it yourself. You'll get an idea of what is 
involved, and you'll be able to discern whether or not the activity will liven up your cur- 
riculum. May this be an enjoyable teaching experience for you and fun learning for your 
students! 


Sincerely, 


PEGA 


R.E. Myers 





BS 
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Educational theorists and teachers declare that the key to getting young people to probe, discover 
and stretch their minds is to “motivate” them. But how is it done? The answer differs from individ- 
ual to individual. 


What follows in this book is an approach that incorporates materials and techniques I have found to 
be successful. They are neither prescriptions nor recipes, and the sequence or context of any unit is 
not fixed. Any element can be changed or eliminated to fit your students. 


The activities contain a feeling of playfulness and humor designed to encourage students to acquire 
and develop the skills for effective self-expression. The ideas take advantage of the natural fascina- 
tion young people have for language and capitalize upon their interest in a wide variety of topics 
outside the classroom as well. 


The activities are designed to promote the 18 types of thinking processes in Torrance’s Incubation 


Model of Teaching. These have been described as creative thinking abilities; critical thinking skills 
are also called for. See the list of thinking skills below. 


Thinking Skills ssc 


Being Sensitive/Finding the Problem Enjoying and Using Fantasy 

Producing Alternatives Making It Swing, Making It Ring 

Being Flexible Looking at It in Another Way 

Being Original Visualizing Inside 

Highlighting the Essence Breaking Through/Extending Boundaries 
Elaborating Letting Humor Flow 

Keeping Open Orienting to the Future 

Being Aware of Emotions Analyzing 

Putting Ideas into Context Judging 

Combining and Synthesizing Hypothesizing 


Visualizing Richly and Colorfully 
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Name Activity 1 eo...o ‘ 


Questions and Answers 


* How should we respond to foolish or far-out requests and questions? Replying in a courteous but 
prudent way can sometimes be difficult. How would you respond .. . 


1. if someone asked you to point to the tallest building in town? 


6. to a stranger who stopped you on the street and warned you never to pick up pennies in 


revolving doors? 


| 
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Name Activity 1°} eee.. 


Questions and Answers 


e How would you respond if someone complimented you... 


1. on the way you hold your pencil? 


e 3. onthe way you cough? __ A a ee ees 
What would you say to 


1. someone who told you cockroaches make better pets than moths? 


2. someone who told you worms that wiggle on Tuesdays are cuddlier than dogs that shake on 


Saturday mornings? 


AN o”. 


3. a man who wanted you to buy his pet fly? 
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Name Activity 2 eġooooo 





Punctuation 


e Imagine you are the host of a radio talk show that features unusual guests, and people phoning to 
express their opinions. You have a great show lined up for next Tuesday, including these guests: 


1. A tea-drinking accountant from Okmulgee, Oklahoma, who has saved every tea bag he has 
used for the past 27 years. He drinks all brands but never touches instant. 


de 5 ear GRey 
O FOR My 
A Z CoLLeCTION. 


$ 


2. A six-year-old A who can recite the bas Address backwards. (It takes him a little 
longer to say it frontwards.) 


3. A winsome 90-year-old great grandmother who can beat her 60-year-old husband arm 
wrestling any day of the week. 


4. A man who rode from Washington, D.C., to Boston on a unicycle in January. 
5. A salesman from Ohio who set a record for going around and around in a revolving door in a 


government building for 47 minutes. Since it was at the height of the rush hour, he was arrest- 
ed by the local police. 


6. A girl who talked on her cell phone for 18 hours without stopping, changing Bog 
ears only three times. ° 


000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 


+ Because of time limitations, you will only be able to ask three questions of each guest. Write three 
quéstions to bring forth the liveliest responses from: 


The Tea Bag Collector 
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Name Activity Ze 90...» 


Punctuation 


The Youthful Reciter 
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Name Activity 2 e...o : 





Punctuation 


Write one of your interviews to submit it to the editor of your program’s newsletter. Use your imag- 
ination for the guest’s responses to your questions. Be sure to use quotation and punctuation-marks. 
In a direct quotation, the words of the speaker should be given exactly as they were spoken. 


0000000000000 
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Name Activity 3e} +++.. 


Verb Clauses, Alliteration 


“Cr” words can be violent! Something can crush a cricket, cram a crouton, croak a crooner, cripple 
a cruiser, crash a craft, crunch a croissant or crack a crab. Kind of cruel, isn’t it? “CI? words are 
milder. You can clutter up a classroom, close a closet, clean a clam and clasp a clavicle. Can you 
think of an even milder consonant blend? Write at least six verb clauses that start with the same con- 
sonant blend. Make use of alliteration. (Examples: “chill a chowder” and “choose a chum”) 


Draw a picture to illustrate one of your alliterations. +++... 
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Name Activity Joe o... ‘ 





Can They Go Together? »---------------::....: 


Nouns 


Nouns name persons, places and things. Draw lines to connect the ones below that go together. 


toe lightning nail 
fun spice socks 
ham tooth shine 
sugar eggs shoulders 
thunder E pins needles 
head . shoes games 
rain e head 


Write the pairs.eeeeeeeeeooo 


L. 


10. 


AA 2 


o 
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Name Activity Jo o...o. 





Can They Go Together? eee 
2 ag FY 


o 
v 


YY: o hy 


Es DS Í 


Can you add another noun to make each pair from page 12 better or worse? Write the three nouns 
below. Under each pair plus one, tell why the extra noun would make the pair better or worse. 
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Name 





Activity des+...o 


Can They Go Togethet?) 2: 


Nouns 


Was it easier to think of nouns that made the pairs better or worse? Why? +)oroooooonorrrrssso 





id ojooon..n.no.ne.p...re.o....no.n..e..eaCm.....0..boeo.o.o.o.oo o 11010463 Copyright O Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-0010 





Name Activity De o... : 


Nouns, Adjectives 


Nouns name persons, living and non-living things, places, objects, actions and ideas. Adjectives are 
used to describe nouns. 





What is the name for this object?___ ee 


Add two adjectives to the noun to describe the object. ___ AAA 
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Name Activity De do... . 


Encou Md e 
== 


What is the name for this object?___ A 


Add two adjectives to the noun to describe the object. __ AA 


IAIDO EAA + AOI A MA e 





What is the name for this place? ___ A 


Add two adjectives to the noun to describe the place. A A 


What is the name for this object?___ SA 


Add two adjectives to the noun to describe the object. __ A AA 


What happens when they all get together? Tell what happens with one noun and only two 


adjectives. A ee 
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Name Activity De o... e 


EHCOUNLELS eea ioe 


Nouns, Adjectives 





What is the name for this kind of person? _ 


Add two adjectives to the noun to describe the person. ___ nz 


Y 


What is the name for this object? ___ A 
Add two adjectives to the noun to describe the object. __ A era 


fa y PS 
AS 
EA O 


What is the name for this creature? _ a AAA 


00 0.00.0.LEEOOEOC OE. .|q.U.éCO.€ (é€é€étv Cc O0TCCTc€O€é€£é€osobsce iso o 
o 
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Name Activity 6e o... ‘ 


Declarative Sentences 


Have you ever been in a situation where your only course of action was inaction? You may have 
wanted to do something, but there wasn’t any opportunity or reason to. Consider these situations: 
You are asked a question when your mouth is crammed full of food. 

The toughest guy in school challenges you to a fight. 

The driver of the car you’re in has been stopped for going 80 in a 55 mile-an-hour zone. °)* e e 
You are asked to take sides in an argument between your two best friends. 

You walk down a strange alley and come face to face with a snarling pit bull dog. 

You are asked when you stopped cheating on your exams. 

You mistakenly drop a five-dollar bill in the church collection plate instead of the dollar bill 
you intended. 


aa ES 


If someone had asked you why you did nothing in those situations, what would you say? Write 
below and on page 19 one declarative statement for each situation to explain your inaction. 
Reminder: A simple sentence contains only one subject and one predicate. A declarative sentence 
makes a statement about a fact, wish, intent or feeling. 


1. The Mouthful: 


Y> 
ae! 
o 
O 
n 
3 
© 
© 
e 
5 
da 
El 
> 
© 
t 
ee 
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Name Activity 6e fo... : 


Declarative Sentences 


5. The Pit Bull: 


Have any of those experiences actually happened to you? Write about it. 
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Name Activity Jo o... ‘ 





Subjects, Predicates, Limericks 


The following groups of words were originally eight separate fairly reasonable sentences. Put them 
back together the way they were in complete sentences. 


on hot days Most teenagers prefer to run 
Small boys when it’s cool Tennis players 
seldom spring on weekends Green slugs 
Many parents Marathon runners naturally play 
seem to live in muddy puddles are nervous wrecks 
on their owners are hard Funny-looking cats 
lose weight Elderly men at anytime 
are disagreeable on the house in confusion 


0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 


Did some of your sentences turn out to be a little crazy? Which two or three were the oddest or 


funniest? TA 
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Name Activity Je o...o 


Subjects, Predicates, Limericks 


Turn some of the ideas into a limerick. A limerick is a humorous piece of rhyming with five lines 
in a definite rhythmic pattern. The first, second and fifth lines rhyme, as do the third and fourth 
lines. A limerick often starts with “There was a...” If possible, the last line of your limerick should 
have an element of surprise. Here is a limerick inspired by a sentence about funny-looking cats. 


There once was a gent named Bret 
Who owned a remarkable pet, 
A cat with a nose 
A lot like a hose. 

It always frightened the vet. 


00000000000000000000000 


o00.0000.0. 
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Name Activity 8 e...o. ‘ 


Clauses, Humorous Sketch 





Decisions and dilemmas—life is full of them, some are relatively easy; others are often painfully 
difficult. They tend to be life’s puzzles. There are little dilemmas, such as “Shall I order chocolate 
or vanilla?” and big dilemmas, such as “Shall I sacrifice and change my life by buying that house?” 


Read these dilemmas. Circle your choices, then write why you would make that decision. You need 
not write complete sentences, but you can use “because” clauses. Clauses do have subjects and 
verbs. 


Buy a ticket to a movie or concert—or give your brother or sister a present 
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Name Activity 8 


Clauses, Humorous Sketch 





Say “hello” to someone you don’t like—or not 


Write about one of your decisions above. Describe what happens as a result of your decision. Make 
it as crazy or funny as you like. eleoeceeeeeecce 
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Name Activity 9e} +0... 


Danny Dugger and the 
Giant Nuterackér-».............«eocoooooo=o:.: 


Spoonerisms 


0000000090 


The Professor, famous for mixing up his words, told his grandson a story about Danny Dugger, a 
friend who was an inventor. Usually people could figure out what the Professor said such as when 
he called Joni James, the singer, Jamie Jones. Can you understand what he said to the boy? 


Dougie Danner went to the exhibit at the fair that featured inventions by local people. When he 
first saw the giant nutcracker displayed in the corner of the hall, he turned it around and read on 
the back, “Pendant Patting.” a 
“Strange,” he said to himself, “I haven't seen this gadget written up in the inventors’ magazine. 
Oh well, maybe new nose is good nose in this case. It certainly has tony ties for a giant nutcrack- 


99 


er. 


“PIL have to see my char Chumlie about this,” chuckled the young man. “It will give him a 
laugh.” 





Coty How! 
Pendant | 
PATTING: 








000000000000000 
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Narog Activityl0+j+.... 





It’s Up to “Ul derocccccnncccnononccnoconcnoccnacncccnannos 


Word Play 


Can you make another word of each of the nouns below by rearranging the letters and adding a “u”? 


(Example: Red becomes rude.) 


l. rod S 23. cheer = 
2. ton 22 , , 22. score o 
3. bat ° > 21. belts ——— o 
4. lot _ o o > 20, scree 
S.dab_ 19. slat ________ 
6. hat _ = o Z o > > 18. nods AAA 
7. rot __ A o e 17. ties LIA 
8. top A: 16, samo 
9. lam o 15. flaw __ oS 
10. bond 14. sole — = 
ll. nobs__________ 12. drop__ 13. pet = 


Now make common nouns and verbs out of these proper nouns by adding a “u”: 


L. 


2. 


Don 
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Name Activity 11+)=.... 





The License Plate GAME Deer reee eee eee ee eesee 


Word Play 


Because we are in cars so much and much of that time is boring, people invent games involving 
license plates. Have you imagined what numbers and letters on license plates might stand for? 
(Example: 2 REW 656 could be “two righteous engineers worked 656 days without a vacation. 


All of the following license plates were actually seen on the road. Tell what you think they stand 
for. 


1. NBK 016 


2. CSR 031 


5. NAW 101 


6. NHS 939 


7. 722 MPW 


8. 2YV 196 


9. 468 YTS 


10. 4 SMF 920 


11. 1 GQR 198 


12. 2 PO 2829 


EA O 
wo oe 


O 
ye A 


\ 
\ 
\ 
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Name Activity 12+y0.... 





Rhyming, Word Play 

Write the last word of each pair of rhyming words below. (Example: sad dad = unhappy pappy) 
1. happy pappy = glad SOS 
2. wet pet = soggy — > > 
3. neat feet = rosy SS 
4. classy lassie = slick — > o> 
5. slight fight = flickering > >S 
6. coy boy = shy — 


7. great mate = life q II OOO AAA re 


8. fragrant vagrant = damp A A 






9. slow glow = slight A A 
10. fender bender = car As 
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Name Activity 13+} ++% s 


No Scooping, e Cee eee ee 


Word Play 


Masking tape is often used for other purposes than just covering up something when someone is 
painting. Write five uses for masking tape that have nothing to do with painting. 


L. 


A spoon is used when you eat soup, cereal or ice cream. How can it be used in a way other than for 
scooping out a portion of something? Come up with several ideas. CT 
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Name Activity l4oyor.oo 


Dramatic Headlines... .......00oooorococcooos 


Word Play 


Norm has a little trouble reading. He either doesn't read carefully, or he has an active imagination. 
He became very excited one day after reading a headline in the newspaper. He told his mother the 
town mayor was giving a music concert. 


“MAYOR TO SIGN BILL” was the headline. How did Norm read it? 


Here are other headlines Norm thought he read. What were the real headlines? 
1. RAPTURE AT PLANT DAZES WORKERS 


2. STORES NOW SHOCK QUEEN SIZES 


3. WEDDING ATTACKS CROWD 


4. WARRIORS FALL FROM FIST sd 







Aa 





¿a SAE UO AA OQ 


6000000000000 
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Name Activity 15» 90... 


Memories of Your 3 


Remembering Sounds 





q fo) 
Choose the sounds you heard today: a $ y > 
door squeaking fly buzzing o mosquito ed 
train shuffling feet motor vibrating 
bird call light switch broom sweeping 
wind whistling pages turning 
water running chair scraping the floor automobile tires screeching 


Underline the sounds you were only dimly conscious of; circle those of which you were very aware. 


Why were you more aware of some sounds? 
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Name Activity 15e o...o. 


Memories of Your 


Remembering Sounds 


600000000 


a tired voice? 
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Name Activity 16° o... ‘ 


A Sound PICtULe? eese 


Recalling Sounds 
and Emotions 


How sharp are your senses? An important part of using 
your brain is using all of your senses. Try to imagine: 

e the sensation of stubbing your toe 

e the crunch of gravel under your feet 

e the taste of lemonade 

e the smell of hot dogs 

e the feel of a cold glass in your hand 

e the sound of a door being slammed 

e the sound of a newspaper’s page being turned 

e the taste of mustard 

e the sound of someone coughing 

e the sound of a fly buzzing at a window 





What sounds always make you feel good? _ > 


When did you hear a sound that made you run? 


Tell what happened? 


Turn the sounds you most enjoy into something visual. Draw a picture, real or abstract, to represent 
your feelings. 


ND 
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Name Activity 17. o... : 


Patterns Listening for Rhythms 


Rhythm is “a movement or fluctuation marked by the regular recurrence or natural flow of related 
elements.” There is a rhythm to everything in life: the cycle of the seasons, the tides, our hearts 
beating, the way we walk and breathe, as well as in paintings and music. By listening closely you 
can hear rhythm in many ordinary sounds. 


NA 


1. What rhythms can you hear coming from the street? Describe them. 
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Nome Activity 17. $00... 
0 


0 


PQUEEOEÍÁS 3000 ee 


Listening for Rhythms 


4. What rhythms can you hear in your writing or keyboarding? 


5. What rhythms can you hear in your speech? 


Do you talk in bursts followed by pauses or in a special pattern? 
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Name Activity 17. o... : 


Patterns Listening for Rhythms 


Someone may tap his finger on a table, in a pattern of 1-2-3, pause, 1-2; 1-2-3, pause, 1-2-3 and so 

on. Do you ever tap your fingers or feet in a rhythmical way? — = žă >Z o S S 

Describe the rhythm pattern. SS 
Which has more rhythm? 

1. dusting, sweeping or vacuuming za 

Explain. S 

2. sneezing, coughing or chewing SS 

Explain. S 

3. laughing, snoring or crying SS 

Explain. S 


a oOo —_ 
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Name Activity 18°} +++. 


Listening for Emotions, 
Writing Dialogue 





If you listen to the radio, this listening activity may seem natural to you. 


Listen to the radio for five minutes on three occasions. Pick three of the following people as the 
subjects of your monitoring: 
e a singer (a soloist, not a group) ejerrrooooooorrrrrrrrrrrsssssssssrccrccccnns. 
e a news analyst (not someone who just reads news bulletins) 
e an interviewer 
e a disk jockey (it might be difficult to find one who talks for five minutes in a row, so you can 
try for five minutes total) 
e a person who announces local events (bazaars, picnics, lodge meetings, rummage sales and sim- 
ilar events) 
e a sports announcer or sports commentator 
e a person who gives advice about preparing meals or decorating the home 


Which three do you plan to listen to? 


Which one do you think you will enjoy most? 


Which one do you think you will enjoy least? 


Who were the three people you listened to? 


EQ ——— ee FT _ 
o” @ 
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Name ActivitU18+)+.... 


Listening for Emotions, 
Writing Dialogue 


If you listened carefully, you may have picked up quite a bit of information about each person. 
Complete the following report about each person to whom you listened: 


Person 1: A 


Boredom: What words showed that the person was bored? A A 
How were the words expressed to reveal boredom? AAA 
Elation: What words showed that the person was happy? _ AS 


How were the words expressed to reveal happiness? A 


0000000000000000600 
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name Activity 18+++..... 


Listening for Emotions, 
Writing Dialogue 


Person 2: 


Boredom: What words showed that the person was bored? 


How were the words expressed to reveal boredom? A 


Elation: What words showed that the person was happy? 


How were the words expressed to reveal happiness? 
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Name Activity 18e ġeooo ° 


Listening for Emotions, 
Writing Dialogue 


Person 3: 


Boredom: What words showed that the person was bored? 


How were the words expressed to reveal boredom? A 


Elation: What words showed that the person was happy? _ AS 


How were the words expressed to reveal happiness? AA 
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Name Activity 18¢}esees 


Listening for Emotions, 
Writing Dialogue 


ee Emotion is quickly communicated by the human voice. That is why radio dramas were so success- 
e ful years ago before television became popular. Write a short dialogue for two radio actors to 
e express an emotion such as frustration or elation. 
. 
s Harry: A 
. 

Penny: ee es 
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Name Activity 190900... 


o 
o 


o 
A-Ma AAA EA een SA 


Decoding a Message 


Find your way through the maze. But first, decode this message which is a clue for getting through 
the maze quickly. 


TUBSU PGG UP UIF SJHIU ecloccccccccccccs 





Entrance 


What was the coded message? a S S A 


What was the key to the code? PA AAA AA 
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Name Activity 20°} ++... 


Solving Initial Puzzles 


In this game, the clues are numbers as they relate to the initials of quantities, formulas and well- 
known relationships. 


(Example: 16 = O in a P. The “O in a P” stands for Ounces in a Pound.) ejeceeccccccccces 


Solve these: 


O= Leonean Te A A A 
9 = P in the SS 
AA — 
4=QtoaG 
A > 
12=IinaD 
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nae Activity21+}eeees 





Solving Puzzles, Writing Couplets 
A magic square is a matrix of 16 squares, 4 x 4, with words that read the same way across as they 
do down. The first square is filled in for each matrix below. Definitions for the words are given on 
the right. 


level 


unable to walk 


make, gather 


quiz 


untruths, fibs 


@ee2eeeoeee e028 e 8 00 


o 
o 
o 
o 


1/,, of a foot 


reverberate, match 


0000000000000000 


gunfire 


le] 
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Name Activity 21+y0.... 


o 
o 


Solving Puzzles, Writing Couplets 





Magic squares and jigsaw puzzles are satisfying to put together and complete the picture. What is 
analogous to putting together a jigsaw puzzle in the work of these people? In other words, what do 


they put together? 
pharmacist A AA 
orthopedic surgeon = 


accountant eee 


composer ee A A 


Put together a couplet or two. A couplet has two lines that rhyme at the end. Here”s part of Robert 
Frost's poem “Once by the Pacific.” 


O A The shattered water made a misty din. 
( 
== Pa LL == - 
—__ ee OD 


Great waves looked over others coming/jin, )\  oeesssoooooo Ñ 
(Ms And thought of doing something to the shore ° 


That water never did to land before. 
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Name Activity\22 eyeeees 


The Noon Houy::::::::::eccceeeeeeeceeeeeseeeeeneees 


Explaining a 
Puzzling Experience 


Mr. Johnson was fond of taking a nap in his office after lunch. His staff, quite familiar with this 
habit, didn’t disturb him when his door was closed during the noon hour. If a call came for Mr. 
Johnson, whoever answered the telephone just wrote down the message. 


On Tuesday, no one paid much attention to the fact that the door to Mr. Johnson’s office was closed 
at 1:30. By 2:15, however, several of the staff noticed that the door was still shut, and commented 
about it. Since Mr. Johnson almost always opened his door by 1:00, people became concerned. Mr. 
Johnson was nothing if not a punctual and proper employer. In spite of their concern, though, no 
one had knocked on the door by 3:30. Mr. Johnson was also an intimidating boss. 

Finally, at closing time, Jeremy, the junior member of the office staff, decided he’d risk a knock on 
the door. He rapped gently. No sound came from within. He knocked harder. Still nothing could be 


heard inside Mr. Johnson’s office. Feeling frustrated and highly curious, Jeremy opened the door. 


Draw what you think Jeremy Saw. */***eeeeeeeeecece 
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mane Activity(22 + p++... 


The Noon Hou YJrrsersescescescscencescescscessess sees 
plaining a 


Puzzling Experience 


Life is full of little mysteries. Usually they are quickly cleared up, but sometimes we don’t get the 
solution for quite a while. Some mysteries are never solved. 


Describe a puzzling experience you have had. ___ DU ee ss 


00000000000000000 
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Name Activity 23 eq.... : 


Explaining 
Puzzling Experiences 


e What would you do if you: 
found a toad in your shoe when you were getting dressed? 


0000000000000000000000090 
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“ne Activity(23*}esees 


Explaining 
Puzzling Experiences 


Write about a surprise you’ ve had. How did you react to it? + è 
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Name Activity 24e fo... : 


Solving Mysteries 

Imagine that you witness the following situations, but you can’t hear what is said. Explain each one. 
1. Three little girls approach the swings at a playground. There are only two swings, so two girls 
run ahead of the third one who stands and watches. The girls on the swings chatter for about 


15 minutes, then suddenly jump off the swings and race over to the slide. The third girl sits 
down and starts to pull dandelions from the grass, tearing each dandelion flower into bits. 


Explain the behavior of the three girls. 


2. A 35-year-old man comes out of a house into the backyard, picks up some rocks and a baseball 
bat and begins hitting the rocks with the bat. Suddenly, a woman in her late forties rushes into 
the yard, shouting and waving at the man. She yanks the bat out of his hands, yells something 
and walks away with the bat. 


Explain the woman’s actions. 


3. At five o’clock p.m. on a crowded city sidewalk people are hurrying to get home or finish shop- 
ping. Just before they reach an intersection, two elderly men jostle each other. One drops a 
package and says something to the other, who is slightly smaller. The smaller man then bumps 
into the man as he tries to pick up the package. They seem to glare at each other. Then the big- 
ger man hesitates, puts down his package and hugs the other man. They both smile broadly. 


Explain their behavior. 
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Name Activity 25°} +++.. 


Personalitiés pereesesriieerisitssnieiissersisesesi: 


Resolving Ambiguities 


1. Marva was an outstanding singer and actress, so she often went swimming alone. 
2. Norman is an excellent student—conscientious, insightful and courteous. Teachers tend not to 
like him, however, because he disrupts their classes. 
Nathan’s superiors regard him as a good soldier and marksman in spite of his false teeth. 
Harry’s performance on the job was steady, punctual and unreliable. 
5. As a young girl, Gloria was inordinately fond of ice cream. As an adult, however, she was 
exceedingly neat. 
6. Talented, vivacious and affable, Jennifer was often referred to as “a pain in the neck” by her 
friends. 
7. Will’s spare time was spent playing video games and watching television, even though he was 
5'10" tall. 
8. Getting to school early, having a tidy desk and paying attention to class caused Jon all kinds of 
trouble. 
9. Terry was always first in line because green was his favorite color. 
10. Richard always wore clothes in the latest fashion, and kept them in tip-top condition. On Friday 
he was refused admittance to a swanky restaurant because of his attire. 


ht a 


Do any of the statements about the people make sense? Explain how the apparently contradictory 
elements in each statement can be interpreted to make sense. Write two or three sentences to clear 
up any inconsistencies in the statements and illuminate each individual’s personality. 


f > A 
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Name 





Activity 25+} +++. 


PersonalltléS >------..00...====.0ooooooococccncnnononcno 


Resolving Ambiguities 


0000000 
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Name Activity 26° o... ‘ 


Descriptive Words 


We experience many emotions or feelings every day. One feeling most of us would like to avoid, 
however, is embarrassment, though we may laugh at the embarrassment of others. Write words or 
phrases to colorfully describe these embarrassing moments: 


1. an altar boy who drops a candle on his foot 


5. a girl who mistakes her least favorite teacher for an aunt and calls her a family nickname, as 


she chases after her in a store 


0000000000000000000000000000000000000 
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ele Activity 26-)+ +... 


Descriptive Words 


Write about an embarrassing experience-you have had. Use words that give a vivid picture of the 
looks and actions of the people involved. eje e o o o o 
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Name Activity 27+} ++... 


9, 9, 9 Word Usage, Vernacular 
A dig is an insult, but it’s also an archaeological excavation. Many words in the English language 


have multiple meanings. We don’t get confused by such words because of the context in which the 
words are used. Explain how dig is used in each sentences **eeeeeeeee 


AR a Ta- 





NA 
& 
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Name Activity 270 o... . 


Word Usage, Vernacular 


Write a paragraph, using dig in three different ways. 


Draw a cartoon, using only the word dig as the caption. °je e e e e e 
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Name Activity 28-) ++... 


Ironic Similes 


Have you heard the expression, “clear as mud”? This is an ironic simile. It means the opposite of 
1ts literal meaning. Often, ironic similes are used in a sarcastic way. 


Turn the following expressions into ironic similes. Instead of the usual ending that is used with the 
adjective, write the opposite. (Example: “Tough as nails” becomes “tough as marshmallows.”) 
When you’re done, circle the ones you like best. 


slick as 


hungry as 


rough as 


subtle as 


crazy as 


happy as y aa A A S 


sells like 


easy as 


rough as 


happy as ee 
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Name Activity 28 eq0.... : 


Ironic Similes 


pretty as 


like taking candy from 
Which one of your ironic similes did you like best? 


An ironic situation is one in which the circumstances are the opposite of what might be expected. 
(Example: A girl invited by a boy to play tennis doesn’t own a racquet and has never played the 
game, but she accepts the invitation because she admires him.) 

Write an ironic situation that has elements of humor and/or pathos. Perhaps one of your ironic sim- 


iles will give you a clue. Tell how the situation develops and the consequences, disastrous or hilar- 
ious. 


CeeoeeSeSSSSSSHOSSSSSHSSHSSHSHSHSHSHSSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSSHSHOSHSHSHOHSSSCHSHSHSSOSSSSSESEESEHSSEEEHSESS SFO 
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Name Activity 29=) ++... 


Metaphorical Animals- 


Metaphors 


Harry bullied his way over the goal line. 
We can ferret out the information. 
eeececececercecereee | Jane thought she could outfox her father. 
“Come on, Clyde—don’t dog it!” 
You should see him wolf down his food. 
Sally parroted his words, but they knew she did not understand what she was saying. 


0000000000090 


e What do these six sentences above have in common? 


Because the animals used as verbs in these sentences are well known, the meaning is clear. An 
expression ordinarily used in one field of experience that is used to say something in another field 
is a metaphor. If we say, “Harry went through the line like a bull,” we are using a simile. If, how- 
ever, we say, “Harry bulled his way over the goal line,” we are using a metaphor. A metaphor does 
not use the words like or as. 


Spend 15 minutes listening to some friends” conversation. Write down all of the metaphors you hear. 
You may prefer to watch a television program, writing down all of the metaphors you hear. 


Poets use metaphors more often than writers of essays, short stories and novels because in poetry 
comparisons are frequently made. A poet wants to make the reader see associations and gain new 
understandings. Have you written a poem? Examine it carefully, looking for metaphors. 
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Name Activity 30°} ++... 


Not-So-Crazy BIOS eee 


Similes, Couplets 


Did you know that a loon isn’t loony and a cuckoo isn’t cuckoo? Some birds don’t deserve their 
reputations any more than some people do. For example, artists are not necessarily eccentric, but 
may behave like other people. “Sober as a judge” may not always be true either. 
Complete the following similes to show the positive traits of specific people: 
1. jolly asa >>> 
2. sincere asa —_ > 
3. persistent asa sz 
4. loving asa 
5. cheerful asa za 
6. cleverasa > 
7. carefulasa Saz 
8. precise asa SS 
9. smart asa 
10. alertasa > 
11. quick asa > 
12. tenderasa > 
Write a couplet based on one of your similes. A couplet has two lines that rhyme. c * 
Example: 


Of all the people we met)... 
The kindest, by far, was the vet. ° 
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Name Activity 31+} ++... 


A Brave COWAard-----00000----00000..=== 00... 


Oxymorons 


0600000000000 
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e An oxymoron is a term used to describe an expression that seems contradictory. This figure of 
speech has become popular and is perhaps epitomized by the film title Back to the Future. 


When used sparingly, the oxymoron is an effective device for expressing irony. (Example: To 
describe a man as brilliant in some ways but stupid in others, he might be called a dumb genius.) 


Underline the oxymorons in the following paragraph: 


The frigid water burned Jim”s skin as he plunged into the ocean from the boat. He experi- 
enced that first shock for a few seconds, then there was a quiet riot in his innards. Could 
1t be true that you really should wait for an hour after eating before you go swimming? No, 
he was probably just suffering from fright. A cowardly hero he was! But Jim couldn't let 
them scare him about sharks. He’d dive down for the abalones anyway. Down he plunged 
toward the treacherous rocks 10 endless feet below. Jim held his breath for as long as he 
could, which was long enough to slash at an abalone with his knife, that life-giving instru- 
ment of murder. An abalone was torn from its hold on the rock, and Jim grabbed it and shot 


up to the surface, where he knew he would be greeted by shouts and mirthless laughter. 
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Name Activity 31°} ++... 


A Brave COWArol----00000---0000000ooooorrcrroooo 


Oxymorons 


Explain each oxymoron so it makes sense. 


L. 


2. 


9. 


10. deceptively honest 


generous miser 


healthy invalid 


frantically calm 


saintly sinner 


loyal traitor 


calm storm 


impossible solution 


cautious daredevil A 


openly secretive 


Look over the oxymorons above. Which one appeals to you most? Why don't you make a sketch of 
it? Put in as much color and detail as you'd like. 
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Name Activity 32 eo....o. 


Between a Rock | 


and the Deep Blue EA T: 


Have you heard these expressions: “in one ear and out the other,” “by hook or by crook,” “for bet- 
ter or for worse”? Some cliches are so well known, we hardly think about what they mean. Supply 
the missing words in this familiar saying. 


out of the , into the fire. 





Write a different word, or words on the blank line to create a different expression. 


out of the , into the fire. 





Complete the following expressions in the same two ways: 


Well known: between the devil and the 


Your version: between aa 


Well known: betweenarockanda sss 


000000000000000000000 


Your version: between and o oS o 


Write some other familiar cliches on the lines. 
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Name Activity 33 +++... 


A Big Strike : 


The Friendly Letter 


Life is full of surprises, some that make us happy, and some that make us sad. Others are just puz- 


zling. How have you been surprised lately? A 


Do you enjoy figuring out puzzling situations? What would happen if someone discovered an 
important oil deposit beneath home base on your school’s baseball diamond? List all of the conse- 


quences which might result from such a discovery. A 


Imagine that oil really was discovered under home plate and you want to tell a friend about it. Write 
a letter to your friend about the oil discovery. Be sure to include date, heading, greeting, body and 


ending in your letter. A 
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Activity 34+ e+e. 


A Dozen Mid 


Titling 


The title of a story is the biggest hint we have of its contents, especially if we aren’t familiar with 
the author. A title should be intriguing enough to entice us to read the story but never misleading. 


Read these titles of short stories or books. What do you think they are about? Look for clues, then 
write what each title might be about. 


Title 
Pushing Sand 
Three Days Before Omaha 
All in a Day’s Work 
Don’t Forget Your Socks 
Passing Monks 
Long After the Storm 
Prairie Murmurs 
Reckless Shirttails 
Jill’s Other Life 
The Incorrigible Sisters 
Pilots, Puzzles and Prisons 


By the End of Autumn 


Contents 
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Name Activity 340 o... : 


o 
o 


A DOZEN Titles pusemirisicaanisciesonims anos 


Titling 


Which of your book ideas on page 64 appeals to you most? Think about it, then write a plot out- 
line. 


Ask yourself these questions after you complete the first draft of your short story. 
e Is my story about something with which I am quite familiar? 
e Are my characters believable? 
e Is my plot predictable? (If so, change it.) 
e Is there enough action? Is the pace of my story sufficient to keep the reader interested? 
e Does my story have enough description to make it come alive? 
e Have I mainly used verbs in the active voice? 
e Is my ending satisfying? Has the problem been resolved? 
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Name Activity 35+ 90...» 


The Short Story 


The two-day storm was over. Littered over the wet streets and lawns, twigs and broken 
branches spoke eloquently of the gale’s wrath. Dan felt a sense of elation—now he could go 
downtown on his bicycle and buy the jacket he had been waiting to get. The sun warmed his 
face and shoulders as he hopped on his bike and pedaled toward the shopping district. 


As Dan turned on to S.W. Park, he quickly put his right hand over his eyes. The reflection of 
the sun on the street made it nearly impossible for him to see, and without sunglasses, the 
glare became increasingly painful. 

“Along with the good comes some bad,” Dan mused as he tried to make his way on the shiny, 


slick street. 


The kind of experience Dan had is often called a mixed blessing, with both benefits and disadvan- 
tages. Almost every action brings about beneficial and harmful consequences. We have an expres- 
sion for this paradox of life: “It’s an ill wind that blows no good.” This means that seemingly dis- 
astrous events often bring benefits to someone, and it is an unusual mishap that doesn’t do someone 
a little good. Wars cause death and misery, but make some people wealthy. A turkey dinner satisfies 
the appetite, but at the cost of the bird’s life. The promotion of one employee may mean the demo- 
tion or disappointment of another. 

How might these events be beneficial? 


1. forgotten appointment 
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Name Activity 35+} +0... 


The Short Story 
5.) earthquake OSOS 
TO 
in mear o 
l. winning a race OKI 
sa 
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Name Activity 35e o..o : 


An Il E ree 


7. a beautiful face _ EE A 


Write a short story about one of the mixed blessings. List the characters, then write an outline of the 


plot. JororrVnVr.ec..c..c..cr..sr..co.o. oo 


Characters 
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Name Activity 36+} +++. 


The Essay 


What would the consequences be if these changes could happen? 


1. What would happen if pigs were as vain as peacocks? 
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5. What would happen if monkeys were as fat as pigs? 
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000000000000 Q (o) Ce) E) 
E 
A EN e E 
zz SLL = 


TLC10463 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-0010 e e e eee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeee oa 





name Activity(36+)++... 


The Essay 


Write about some other changes in animals. Explain the consequences. ejeccecce 


How do you feel about people changing the physical characteristics of plants and animals by manip- 
ulating cells in a laboratory? Write an essay presenting your ideas. Remember to present facts or 
logic to back your argument. You will want to do some research on the subject. 
1. READ 
Read carefully. Take notes on points which you think are particularly important. 
2. THINK 
Don’t believe everything you read. Examine what you read with a critical eye. 
3. CHECK 
If what you read seems implausible or illogical, try to determine how true it is by: 
a. comparing it with other sources of information. 
b. deciding how reliable the material is by learning the qualifications of the author or editors. 
c. examining the date of publication. 
d. finding out how well supported the material is. 
4. UNDERSTAND 
Try to grasp the substance of the material as you read. Try to discover what the author’s pur- 
pose is. Find someone, such as a teacher, parent or librarian, who can help you interpret diffi- 


cult passages. Get an overall idea of your material. 
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Name Activity 3/70 o... : 


How Sweet It [SI >.-....-.0....0..=00oooooooooronooooo! 


The Essay 


Success is important to most people. Can you name some ways of determining success? 


Awards are given for many reasons, but awards aren’t the only indicators of success. Explain the 
indicators of success for the following: e\e e e e e e 


1. popularity A A A 
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Name ACtIVItV\37 +90...» 


How Sweet (Elric 


The Essay 


10. helping others 


11. promoting peace 


12. loving 


Which indicators of success will last longest? 


Explain. 


Which indicators of success will not last long? 


Explain. 


Which will last a long time, but really shouldn’t? 


Why shouldn’t it? 


7E eleoeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee eee eee @ o TLC10463 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-0010 





Name Activity(37 +++... 


How Sweet It Is! aaa A 
y 


What should people get awards for but don’t yet? _ A 
When might success not be sweet? Explain. AA 


Which indicator of success on page 71 or 72 do you feel most strongly about? = 





Write an essay about the indicator of success about which you feel strongly. Here are the essential 
elements of an essay: 

e written about one special subject 

e written from a particular point of view; the interpretations are the writer’s 

e facts marshaled to support contentions or arguments 

e anecdotes, comparisons, examples and quotations are helpful in building your case 

e most important points made at the beginning and at the end 
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Name Activity 38e peee.. 


Finish the AMY P E 


1. It was seven o’clock in the morning. There was no one on the beach. More logs and kelp were 
on the beach than had been there the day before. Nancy stopped and turned toward the sea. She 
stood still for a long time, looking out at the water. 

What did Nancy see? 
Why do you think so? __ 


Draw what she Saw. eje e o e o e 


2. Jan turned the corner. She looked up at the tall building next to her. Then she stopped, tilted her 
head back and stared. Three people also stopped near Jan and looked up. 


What did Jan and the three people see? A 
What makes you think so? A 


Draw what Jan Saw. eje e o o o e 


What happened next? A 
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Name Activity 38 eq.... . 


The Short Story 


3. Henry squinted. He placed his hands at right angles to his brow to reduce the glare. Then he 
began running very hard over the snow-covered slope. 


What did Henry see? 


Why do you think so? 


Draw what Henry saw. eje e o o o o 


4. It was very cold. Fay looked past the muddy road on to the field. Then she gasped and leaned 
forward. She reached into her pocket and pulled out something. 
What did Fay see? 


What did she pull out of her pocket? 


Why do you think so? 


ə What happened next? __ > 


000000000 
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Name Activity 38 evoececee : 


The Short Story 


5. Larry was coming to the top of the hill. He walked past a big tree where two birds were singing 
noisily. Then he looked to his right. He saw a big hole in the ground. Something darted into the 
hole. Larry went over to the big hole and looked in. 

What did Larry see? ____ = 
Why do you think so? __ 


Draw what Larry saw. eje o ee o e 


What happened next? __ 

6. Ben put his hands over his ears, he hunched his shoulders and took three steps forward. Then 
he turned halfway around. A blast of cold air blew his hair into his face and almost knocked 
him over. 

Where was Ben? 


Why did he put his hands over his ears? AAA 


Draw a picture to show how he did it. ee o o o o o 


What happened next? __ A 
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Name Activity 38 eq.... . 


The Short Story 


7. Henry leaned back in his chair, he closed his eyes and tapped his foot on the floor. Slowly, he 
began to move his lips. 


What was Henry doing? A ee 
What did he hear? a 


@efe 


8. Frank lifted his head from the pillow. Then he got up from his bed and went slowly to the win- 
dow. He opened the window a little and listened, then closed it and went back to bed. He lay 
still, then lifted his head once more and listened. 

What did Frank hear? _ = 

Describe the sounds. A 


e What happened next? 


000000000 
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Name Activity 38 eq...o : 


The Short Story 


9. Lisa ran across the room, snapped off the television set and then ran out of the room sobbing. 
The elderly man seated in front of the set slowly turned his head as she fled the room. He fin- 
gered the broad red and white suspenders that held up his spotless work pants and then low- 
ered his chin on his chest. 


Why was Lisa disturbed? 


How old is she? 


10. Although Evelyn pulled hard on the leash, Molly dug her feet into the ground and wouldn’t 
budge an inch. It started to rain harder, and Evelyn began to get angry, shouting at the big 
Labrador to move while jerking on the leash. The dog began to growl. 
Why wouldn’t Molly move even though Evelyn pulled on her leash? 
Where were Evelyn and her dog? 


How old do you think Evelyn is? 
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Name Activity 38 eq.... . 


The Short Story 


How old is Molly? 


What is Molly like? 


e What will happen next?_ AAA 


000000000 


11. The musicians were enthusiastically playing the last chorus of a rollicking tune when sudden- 
ly one of the trumpeters put down his horn and scrambled off the bandstand. He grabbed one 
of the dancers by the arm and let out a cry of joy. 


Why did the trumpet player rush down among the dancers and grab one of them? 


Why was the musician so happy? 


What kind of dance hall were they in? 


What kind of person was the trumpeter? 


ə What will happen next? 


000000 
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Name ACtivItN 390900... 


The Character Sketch 


Occasionally you’ ll hear someone referred to as the “Babe Ruth of bowling” or “the Albert Einstein 
of Madison High.” Here are some other comparisons: 

e Honolulu has become the Los Angeles of Hawaii. 

e Jose San Martin was the George Washington of South America. 

e Sam is the P.T. Barnum of rock concerts in America. 

e Hal had a Horatio Alger career in the world of finance. 


The term for this kind of comparison is allusion. 


Make some comparisons of famous people with individuals or organizations in your own commu- 
nity. (Example: A young man is the “Elvis Presley” of your town, or a girl is the “Marian Jones” of 
your high school.ejeeeeccccce 


Local Person, Organization or Thing Place or Occupation 

1 Cis the Thomas Edison of __ ć > —  — —— 
202 Cis the Charlie Brown of 2222222 
3, Cis the Shakespeare of > S o 
AW Cis the Muhammad Aliof CIS. 
5. is the Avis of > > S 
6 is the IBM of CCSS. 
7 Cis the Rembrandt of CCSS... 
8 as the Cadillac of ——_—_____ = 
QC is the Tiger Woods of > S S 

10. _ Cis the Napoleon of >> ë S 
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Name ACtivItY 390900... 


The Character Sketch 


What other people or things can you compare with famous men or women? 


Do some more thinking about the person or organization and gather information about the subject. 
Organize your notes into an outline. Then write a character sketch. ejeocccccccce 
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Name 


Story Rhymes 





Activity|40:} ++... 


o0jec e... re... rn. Co cre. re. .rn._e_«_.”_.»_ooo. po. nro rnroe..._ .*..0.0...0.0.0.0.0.0. 


The Short Story 


If you take three rhyming words and arrange them in a certain order, they can suggest a story to you. 
(Example: tarried, married, harried could be the tale of a young man who lingered too long with a 
young woman, married her and was harried by her afterward.) 


000000000000 


What brief stories can you make of these sequences of rhymed words? 


1. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


glory gory story 


mob rob sob 


cad mad glad 


brute boot scoot 


boy toy joy 
gent rent lent tent 
lout shout out pout 
dissed fist missed hissed 


stack rack crack sack 


dope slope hope nope 


pop bop stop cop 
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Name Activity(40+ 90.0... 


The Short Story 


Expand one of the brief stories on page 82 into several paragraphs. 
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Name Activity 4l+90.... 


f o 
What's Your ANSWER? ssi 


Have you ever laughed at a question you thought was silly or absurd and then found out the person 
asking the question was serious? Does it bother you that some questions don’t have just one correct 


answer? A 


Why or why not? q AAA a 


These questions may seem crazy, but try to make sense of them. Write reasonable answers to them. 


1. Do marshmallows come in the summer? SA 


P I PPYP Quer 
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Name Activity 4]e fo... . 


What's Your ANnSWwer? >... 0... -0.000000.00-0.-* 


The Short Story 


Write a short story about a misunderstanding between two people as a result of a question or a state- 
ment by one that was misinterpreted by the other. The consequences of the misunderstanding can 
be humorous, serious or enlightening. 

A short story usually has as its focus a single incident or crisis in human relationships and can be 
real or imaginary. The essential elements of the short story are the same as they are for the novel: 


setting, characters and plot. Think of an appropriate setting, then develop your ideas about the 
descriptions and actions of the characters. 


DDR A 
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Name Activity(42+y00..o 


The Short Story 


Life is full of surprises—happy ones, unpleasant ones and weird ones. Answer the questions about 
these surprises. 


L. 


If you came to school one morning and the President opened the door for you, what would you 
think? 


What would you do? 


If you opened a health book and found a raisin in it, what would you think? _ 


What would you do? AAA 


If you picked up your pencil, wrote your name on a piece of paper, then saw that you had writ- 


ten grape juice, what would you think? SSA 


. If you saw an old lady with a patch over one eye directing traffic at a busy intersection in town, 


what would you think? 


. If you boarded a bus, looked around and discovered that everyone on the bus looked exactly 


alike, what would you think? _ ee E 


0000000000000000000000000000000 
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Name Activity(42+y00.... 


The Short Story 


7. If you came home, turned on the lights and the television set went on, what would you think? 

8. If you were inside your home, looked out the window and saw an ostrich, what would you 
think? Ss 
What would you do? 


Write a short story about one of those unusual surprises. ++ e e e 
o 
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Name Activityl43 >se... 


The Big A a E T 


The Triplet 


Most of us see errors in what we do or change our minds a lot. The erasers of life come in many 
forms, such as: 
e You can change your mind about how the words look and erase them with a pencil eraser or on 
the word processor. 
e You can erase numbers you have calculated incorrectly with a pencil eraser or by pushing a but- 
ton on a calculator. 


= 


e 


00000000000000000000000 


SS 


e If you haven't had any other traffic violations for a certain number of years, the Motor Vehicles 
Department will remove your record of traffic transgressions. 

e If you are underage, the police won't permanently record your offense. 

e You can cancel an order. 

e You can also destroy papers or objects. 


Having an eraser is helpful, but not always. You can’t erase words that have been spoken. They 
remain in the memory. If you act in a certain way, can you do something to cancel or change that 


action? Explain. 
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Name Activity 43 eq.... . 


The Triplet 


Here are some everyday events that could use an eraser. Write how you could “erase” the mistakes 
in each situation. : 


1. You discover your socks don’t match, but no one has noticed yet. 


4. You hand in your test paper and are leaving the room when you remember the correct answer 
to the last question. The answer you wrote on the test paper was close, but definitely not right. 


5. You inadvertently call your teacher “Mom”—again. Just last week you called her “Mom” and 


she politely ignored the slip. No one in class did, though. 


TLC10463 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-0010 e oooecoc oc... .. nr... e... nc. nm” omo $$ Ssscnco o A 


Name 





Activityl43 >se... 


The Big “E” 
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The Triplet 
What mistake would you like to erase in your life? Describe what happened. __ NN 
Write a triplet about one of the “eraser” situations. Jr 
A triplet is a verse of three lines that can be rhymed or not. ts 
y 
Example: T 
It slipped out of my bag and began to fall, = 


But there was nothing I could do at all 
As my underwear landed softly in the hall. 


Write your triplet below. C 


@ejeecoeeeeoeeeeoeaoe eee eoeeeeeaoeeeoeee ee ee @ 
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Name Activity 44 oeq0.... : 





e 
RAH ercccccccccccccccccccccceccccccccccccccceccescescescesceccees 


The Cinquain 


To a gardener or farmer a light shower is a heartening sight. Inspired by a springtime shower, an 
elderly man wrote this cinquain: 

Shower, 

Falling droplets, 

Replenishes the earth 

Soothes and refreshes everything— 

Sprinkles 


A cinquain has only five lines. The pattern can be based on the number of syllables for each line or 
the number of words per line. 

1* line—1 word or 2 syllables, giving the title or the subject 

2™ line—2 words or 4 syllables, concerning the subject 

3" line—3 words or 6 syllables, expressing action ejocccccccccccccccs 

4" line—4 words or 8 syllables, expressing feeling 

5" line—1 word or 2 syllables, referring back to the subject 


Write a cinquain about a subject you know well and about which you feel strongly. 
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Name Activity(45+p..... 


Timing Is Everything! > 


The Short Story 


Timing is all-important. Putting on a cap or jacket, jumping over a fence, launching a project or a 
rocket, going fishing, delivering a punch line are all dependent for their success upon timing. 


Explain when would be the best time for the actions below and on page 93. 
If you could, when would you time these? 


1. winning the lottery A ee 
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Name Activity 45.90... 


Timing Is Everything! ee sceces 


The Short Story 


9. getting a compliment 


T 


Write a short story based on one of your own “timing” experiences or on your imagination. 


TLC10463 Copyright © Teaching & Learning Company, Carthage, IL 62321-0010 e oooecoc occ... ..e. np. RCK«e.ce. nc. .no_”.”ec.|<c*.«p(.*p¿ODd¿CM'¿I.. e. 





Name Activity(46+)+.... 


The Short Story 


We may find a perverse pleasure in foiling or thwarting people. Explain how you would foil: +). e 


1. a robbery 


Whose plans would you like to foil? 


How would you do it? 


Write a short story about becoming a hero by foiling some evil plan. Be sure to give your story an 
interesting title. 
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Why? pages 6-7 
Answers will vary. 
Your Talk Show, pages 8-10 
Answers will vary. 
Very Active Verbs, page 11 
Answers will vary. 
Can They Go Together? page 12 
head and shoulders 
fun and games 
sugar and spice 
rain or shine 
head to toe 
pins and needles 
tooth and nail 
shoes and socks 
thunder and lightning 
10. ham and eggs 
Encounters, pages 15-17 
Answers will vary. 
The Non-Move, pages 18-19 
Answers will vary. 
Funny-Looking Cats, pages 20-21 
Answers will vary. 
Marathon runners prefer to run when it's cool. 
Many parents are nervous wrecks on weekends. 
Small boys naturally play in muddy puddles. 
Elderly men seem to live in confusion. 
Tennis players lose weight on hot days. 
Funny-looking cats seldom spring on their owners. 
Most teenagers are hard on the house. 
Green slugs are disagreeable at anytime. 
Because ..., pages 22-23 
Answers will vary. 
Danny Dugger and the Giant Nutcracker, 
page 24 
Dougie Danner—Danny Dugger 
Pendant Patting—Patent Pending 
new nose is good nose—no news is good news 
tony ties—tiny toes 
Char Chumlie—chum Charlie 
It's Up to “U,” page 25 
Answers may include: 


O A IS 


1. rod—dour 13. pest—upset 

2. ton—unto 14. sole—louse 

3. bat—tuba 15. flaw—awful 

4. lot—tlout 16. same—amuse 

5. dab—daub 17.  ties—suite 

6. hat—Utah 18. nods—sound 

7. rot—tour 19. slant—sultan 

8. top—pout 20. scree—secure 

9. lam—maul 21. belts—subtle 
10. bond—bound 22. score—course 
11. nobs—bonus 23. cheer—euchre 
12. drop—proud 

1. Don—undo 

2. Hal—haul 

3. Bret—brute 

4. Ott—tout 

5. Rose—rouse 


6. Taos—autos 
7. Nance—nuance 
The License Plate Game, page 26 
Answers will vary. 
Rhyming Game, page 27 
Answers may include: 
happy pappy = glad dad 
wet pet = soggy doggy 
neat feet = rosy toesies 
classy lassie = slick chick 
slight fight = flickering bickering 
coy boy = shy guy 
great mate = life wife 
fragrant vagrant = damp tramp 
slow glow = slight light 
10. fender bender = car jar, car mar 
No Scoopino, Please, page 28 
Answers may include: 
1. in a freezer or refrigerator as a label on 
jars and other containers 
2. to seal packages (although the U.S. 
Postal Service doesn’t approve) 
3. to mend things that are broken (pencils, 
for example) 
4. to patch small holes and leaks 
5. to bundle things together 
Spoons may be used... 
to stir beverages and foods 
as musical instruments (percussion) 
as playthings (a catapult for peas) 
to tap a hard-boiled egg to remove the 
shell 
Hats may be used... 
to fan the face to cool a person 
to attract the attention of a person or 
animal 
to toss in a game or toss in the air at a 
game 
to throw down in disgust 
to hold fishing lures 
to get a drink of water 
A rose can be used ... 
for mulch in the garden 
to create a barrier, if thickly planted 
for the manufacture of perfume 
to provide food for insects that eat its 
nectar 
to throw at the bride and groom after a 
wedding (just the petals) 
Dramatic Headlines, page 29 
1. RUPTURE AT PLANT DAZES WORK- 
ERS 
STORES NOW STOCK QUEEN SIZES 
WEDDING ATTRACTS CROWD 
WARRIORS FALL FROM FIRST 
FERRY WITH 250 ABOARD SINKS 
FRENCH TERMINAL CLOSED 
AFTER NEW CRACKLING HEARD 
(Sounds of the building cracking were 
heard.) 
7. LOCALS SCORE BIG OVER WEEK- 
END 


2 SN ON E Ne 


De kh 


@eeee ed 
o 
o 
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Patterns, pages 33-35 
Answers will vary. 
A-Mazino, page 41 





Coded message: Start off to the right. 
Key: Each letter represents the letter before it in 
the alphabet. 
Initially Puzzling, page 42 
2 = Wings on a Bird 
90 = Degrees in a Right Angle 
13 = Stripes on the American Flag 
6 = Legs on an Insect 
9 = Planets in the Solar System 
12 = Months in a Year 
4 = Quarts to a Gallon 
8 = Sides on a Stop Sign 
12 = Items in a Dozen 
Magic Squares, page 43 





The Noon Hour, pages 45-46 
Answers will vary. 

Three Situations, page 49 
Answers will vary. 
Personalities, pages 50-51 
Answers may include: 

1. Marva’s desire to swim alone may have 
been part of her artistic temperament. 

2. Norman’s teachers may find him disrup- 
tive because he knows all the answers 
and often raises his hand to correct his 
classmates, making them angry. 

3. Nathan’s false teeth may be a source of 
irritation to the officers because they pro- 
trude and spoil his appearance or keep 
falling out during drill, interrupting the 
proceedings. 

4. Although Harry was steady and punctu- 
al, he couldn’t be relied upon to perform 
a task satisfactorily. 

5. Being neat has nothing to do with a pas- 
sion for ice cream, but Gloria may have 
found she was sloppy when eating ice 
cream, and changed her eating habits 
when she grew up. 
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6. 


10. 


The girls may have been eaten up with 
envy because Jennifer got so much atten- 
tion. 

Will might be a well-built 12-year-old, 
so people would naturally think he 
should be playing sports. 

Jon might be considered a “goody- 
goody” by class members so they give 
him a hard time. 

Terry wanted to get in line first when 
construction paper was passed out 
because he worried they might run out of 
green. 

Some expensive restaurants only admit 
men who are wearing ties. 


Whoops! page 52 
Answers will vary. 
a Dig, Dig, page 54 


3; 


4. 


5; 


Excavate (verb) 

Understand (verb) 

Site of an archaeological excavation 
(noun) 

Investigate (verb) 

Insult or derogatory remark (noun) 


Not One Bit, pages 56-57 

Answers will vary. 

Metaphorical Animals, page 58 

All the sentences contain animal metaphors. 
Not-So-Crazy Birds, page 59 

Answers may include: 


10. 
11. 
12. 


O ON A B 


jolly—clown 
sincere—preacher 
persistent—dogcatcher 
loving—mother 
cheerful—greengrocer 
clever—magician 
careful—brain surgeon 
precise—accountant, machinist 
smart—rocket scientist 
alert—lion tamer 
quick—car salesman 
tender—writer of love songs 


A Brave Coward, pages 60-61 


ee A 


frigid water burned 

quiet riot 

cowardly hero 

ten endless feet 

life-giving instrument of murder 
mirthless laughter 


Answers may include: 


1. 


generous miser—a person who has been 
a miser all his life but who gives gener- 
ously at the end to deserving charities 
healthy invalid—a person who is bound 
to a wheelchair but in all other respects is 
quite healthy 

frantically calm—a person who is so 
overcome with fear, she can’t move or do 
anything 

saintly sinner—a person who appears to 
be a saint to everyone but is secretly a 
sinner 


5: 


10. 


loyal traitor—Benjamin Franklin and 
John Adams were traitors to the British 
but loyal American revolutionaries 

calm storm—calm compared to other 
raging storms 

an impossible solution—a solution that 
is impossible to attain 

cautious daredevil—daredevils by the 
usual standards, but cautiously so 
openly secretive—this person advertises 
the fact that he knows a secret 
deceptively honest—open and honest in 
his dealings when no one would expect 
him to be 


Between a Rock and the Deep Blue Sea, 
page 62 

out of the frying pan, into the fire 

between the devil and the deep blue sea 

between a rock and a hard place 

A Dozen Titles, pages 64-65 

Answers will vary. 

An Ill Wind, pages 66-68 

Answers may include: 


1. 


3.84, 


forgotten appointment—forgetting it 
might have allowed someone to see the 
end of a sensational game on television 
or receive an unexpected guest 

broken finger—the injured person might 
be excused from doing certain chores 
attack of laryngitis—the afflicted person 
can be relieved of unattractive duties and 
obligations such as reciting in class, talk- 
ing to someone, going to work at a hated 
job, etc. 

traffic ticket—people have benefitted 
from getting a ticket and being forced to 
attend classes about driving safely and 
legally 

earthquake—a badly damaged building 
due for extensive remodeling might be 
rebuilt with insurance money as a result 
of an earthquake 

measles—catching the measles is 
uncomfortable, but it might give an avid 
reader a chance to enjoy her favorite pas- 
time 

stalled car—another motorist coming to 
the aid of the stricken driver might result 
in a romantic relationship 


winning a race—resentment from the 
losers 

a wonderful singing voice—having a 
marvelous singing voice means protect- 
ing the throat and taking measures to 
avoid colds, laryngitis and other dis- 
eases. This can be burdensome. 
inheriting a fortune or winning the lot- 
tery—people might want a share—Uncle 
Sam, greedy relatives, people asking for 
gifts and loans, etc. 
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a glorious spring day—an early spring 
day can make succeeding cold, wet days 
seem even worse 

finding a wallet containing $150—this 
might cause a struggle with one’s con- 
science, then guilt if you keep the wallet, 
or regret if you turn it in to the police 

a beautiful face—jealousy from others 
and unwanted attention 


How Sweet It Is, pages 71-72 
Answers may include: 


ie 


10. 


11. 


12. 


popularity—elected to a class or school 
office; asked to parties; having people 
phone you, etc. 

athletic ability—chosen to be on teams; 
honored as an outstanding athlete; get- 
ting an athletic scholarship to college 
success in business—included in 
Fortune's list of wealthiest people; dom- 
inance in your field, beating competitors; 
enough customers; operating at a profit 
designing clothes—apparel retailed 
nationally; designs shown in magazines, 
newspapers, television and the internet 
trying to get good grades—improving 
grades; good marks on a report card; 
congratulated by teachers and fellow stu- 
dents; an academic scholarship to a col- 
lege or university 

playing the violin well—people ask you 
to play; selected to play in an orchestra 
or chamber music ensemble; being 
recorded on a CD; appearing on stage as 
a soloist 

writing a novel—Pulitzer Prize for fic- 
tion; on a best-seller list; fame; wealth 
appearing on television regularly—trec- 
ognized by television viewers; asked to 
appear again by producers and directors 
performing an act of heroism—recogni- 
tion from a city, state or national organi- 
zation; media coverage 

helping others—gratitude, knowing you 
are helping and getting a good feeling 
promoting peace—the Nobel Peace 
Prize; recognized as a peacemaker by the 
media 

loving—being loved 


Story Rhymes, pages 82-83 
Answers will vary. 

What's Your Answer? pages 84-85 
Answers will vary. 

The Big “E,” page 89 

Answers will vary. 

Timing Is Everything, pages 92-93 
Answers will vary. 
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